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Complimentary to this knowledge sharing is the de-

velopment of adapted design practice. The concept of 

sustainable development, “development that meets the 

needs of the present without compromising the ability 

of future generations to meet their own needs,” coined 

by the Brundtland Commission’s 1987 report Our Com-

mon Future, requires a more holistic view of the design 

process and stakeholders involved. We tested a co-design 

(collaborative, co-operative, participatory) workshop at 

the Edinburgh conference, asking delegates to role-play 

the stakeholders in given design contexts (hospital, uni-

versity, corporate hospitality suite, 100-cover restaurant, 

etc). They produced mind-maps of the stakeholders, and 

through role-playing, discussed design approaches under 

a given theme (climate change, co-design process, 

worker productivity, suppliers/consumers, food/work 

environment, water efficiency or energy efficiency). All 

agreed that co-design encourages fresh perspectives, helps 

find a common goal, sees stakeholders as collaborators 

not adversaries, generates ideas/solutions with symbi-

otic benefits to stakeholders, is educative and provides 

positive results (economic, environmental & social).

The FCSI vision could be an Academia, to share the 

most advanced technologies from around the world, to 

educate future generations of consultants within the 

spirit of sustainability and to be a laboratory to experiment 

with new concepts, new design practice, new equipment, 

new culinary processes. We are all stakeholders; the chal-

lenge now is to co-design the Kitchen of Tomorrow. 
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Designing for Energy Sustainability in a Warming Climate

The community is determined to prepare traditional meals for the children. To that end, the grandmothers are consulted for their input.
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